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Carindale Writers’ Group Meeting 

 

28 October 2010 

 

Start 9:30   

 

Present: 

Angela, Rosemary, Jeff, Dorothy, Shirley, Sandy, Gary, Lydia, Chip, Wendy, Naomi, Hazel, 

Bev, Leslee-Anne, Maria, Brian, Maria, Judy, Dawn 

 

Apologies: 

Rolando, Debby, Len, Karen 

 

News: 

 

A new meeting location: As the library will be closing for their move on the 25
th

 November, we 

will no longer have our current meeting room available. Instead we’ll be holding our 25
th

 

November meeting at Leslee-Anne’s house in East Brisbane. We’ll confirm her address in the 

next newsletter.  

 

The Pyjama Foundation: Bev is going to get in touch with the Pyjama Foundation to see how 

they would like to receive our donation. Great work again everyone for selling so many books. 

We do still have some available though, so don’t stop selling yet! 

 

This year’s Christmas meeting: Any thoughts as to what we should do for this year’s break up 

meeting? As we’ll be using the new interim library by then, it may not be best to hold it there as 

we won’t have any kitchen facilities. Any festive suggestions welcome. 

 

Dawn’s book: Dawn is still making progress on her book with her agent having sent a proposal 

to publishers. Good luck Dawn. 

 

Our critique process: The question was raised as to how we should move forward with our 

critiques after Rebekah’s critical response process workshop. How can we tailor it to make it our 

own? It’s been suggested that it will be the reader’s choice to ask questions before or after their 

reading. Also, we’ll go back to everyone around the table giving feedback in turn to make sure all 

voices are heard. Remember if you are reading that you get a lot of additional feedback if you 

bring along printed copies of your work to hand around, especially on things like grammar. If you 
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wish to send out your feature piece to everyone after the meeting so as people who couldn’t make 

the meeting can have a chance to give feedback, feel free to email it out to the group (just use all 

the email addresses included in my newsletter email). If you’re having any trouble sending it to 

so many people, just send it to me (NaomiGora@gmail.com) and I’ll send it out for you.  

 

Feature reader: 

Leslee-Anne and ‘Make Hay While the Sun Shines’ 

 

Leslee-Anne is attempting a 50,000 word story for children. She’s basing it on one of our 

previous exercises following the adventures of Mrs Tibbits the rabbit and her family. Today she 

read from chapters 1 and 4 of the book in progress. 

 

Critique: 

There were many comments that it was a very charming story that took us all back to childhood. 

It has beautiful detailed imagery and you can see the development of the characters from chapter 

1 to chapter 4. The sounds evoked build a very realistic picture. There were a few comments that 

Leslee-Anne should make sure the animals are credible though i.e. that they act as they would in 

their real environments. At the moment they seem a bit too human perhaps and could use a little 

more description about how the animals act i.e. how do the rabbits act differently to the rats? 

Overall though, it was very enthralling with beautiful descriptions and humour.  

 

For anyone who wasn’t able to make the last meeting, I’ve attached Leslee-Anne’s reading. Feel 

free to read and get back to her with any comments via email.  

 

Additional Readers: 

Rosemary read from her story of a World War 2 Tivoli show girl with action from start to finish 

and interesting character development. Dawn went next reading from her novel in progress 

‘Chalk Marks on the Floor’ following Violet, an immigrant from England in her first year out of 

Teachers college at an outback Queensland school. It was a lovely story with a very strong main 

character. Hazel followed with an excerpt of her memoirs; ‘See No Evil: A Story of a War Child’ 

that didn’t leave a dry eye in the house. It was very powerful and built lots of tension. Chip was 

next with a crime story entitled either ‘Beyond the Twist’ or ‘The Final Touch’; a horrifying short 

piece about unassisted suicide. Jeff finished with ‘Napoleon’s Cogitations’ following Napoleon 

as he decided where to position his next battle. There was praise all around with this one 

including comments that it’s one of the best pieces he’s ever presented. Well done Jeff.  

 

Next Meeting’s exercise: Write a humourous piece based on the photo prompt from Chip that 

Bev sent out earlier in the week (a picture of two swings in a park). 

 

Feature Reader for next meeting: Dawn 

 

Until next time... happy writing everyone,  

Naomi 

 

P.s. Don’t stop here, Chips computer tips are right over the page.... 
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Now for Chip’s Computer Tips 
 

FONTS—Get Them Free 
 
Do you get tired of using the same old MAC or Microsoft fonts in your emails?  Or if you 
make your own cards you can’t find a type font that fit the message?  You can get a 
great variety of free ones from various Internet sites.  Just write free fonts in Google 
Search and you’ll get a list. 
 
The ones below come from  http://www.urbanfonts.com/.  They take only a few seconds to 

download and install. 
 

12 african arial ashley babyblood bubblecalligraphy candycenturygothic chalkcursi

ve digital din disneyfashion fire flower futuragaramond girl gothamgothic graffiti hallowe

enhardcore heart hearts ice kidslove metal music oldenglish old optima punk rockrockwell scary school s

criptscriptina snow speed sports stampstar stars stencil summer twilighttypewriter urban valentine waterzephyr 

 

Here are some of my favourites: 

Algerian 
Benjamin Open Bold 

Bauhaus 

Bermuda Solid 

Brush Script (looks like a handwritten letter) 

Falstaff 
Jokerman (for humour) 

Kidtype (For children’s stories) 

Mistral 

Old English 

Magneto  

Niagra Engraved 

[mÂkhhmÂkÊ (Wingdings) 

 

In all, I have about 70 fonts that I can call up  at any time.  
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http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=music
http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=old%20english
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http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=optima
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http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=script
http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=script
http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=script
http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=snow
http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=speed
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http://www.urbanfonts.com/fontsearch.php?searchfont=water

